United Way of Southeast Missouri August 2021 Newsletter
Can We Get Engaged?
Normally, at this time of year we would
be writing about our annual luncheon
to kick off our 2021-22 campaign.
But this year, with COVID-19 still
affecting the region, we have chosen
to redirect the human and financial
resources that would normally support
a kickoff event to better inform and
engage the people we depend on and those who depend on United Way
of Southeast Missouri. Keep reading to learn more!t Link

"Community Conversations" and the Upcoming Funding Cycle
Early next year United Way of Southeast
Missouri will open our grant application for
funding. Any nonprofit within our footprint
that supports our commitment to
education, income stability, and health is
encouraged to apply. Before we start this
process, however, we need to hear from
our community!
"Community Conversations" are being
scheduled in each county we serve for early November. We need the residents
of each community to help us identify pressing needs and possible
interventions. These events are similar to focus groups and open to everyone.
Look for details on time and location for each "Community Conversation" next
month.
The insight gathered from each community will guide our Community
Investment Committee and Board of Directors as these volunteers evaluate
grant applications and determine our next group of funded partners in 2022.
There are many ways to help us with this process, including reviewing grant
applications online from the comfort of your couch. Be sure to look for more
engagement opportunities in the months ahead.

A Letter to our Workplace Donors
Thank you for always standing by us and continuing your annual
contribution!

Thank you for advocating for United Way in the community!
Thank you for the volunteer hours you give to UWSEMO and to our Funded
Partner Network!

Last year, in the thick of COVID, area employees raised$319,750 for our
network of 28 funded partners! An impressive 98% of these dollars go directly
back to our funded partners and programs helping our community. Many of
these same donors dug even deeper to contribute to the additional $157,000
UWSEMO raised for COVID relief.
Our funded partners depend on our investment, which comes from your
financial support. Volunteer opportunities wouldn't be possible without our
dedicated partners and programs. We count on you, our donors, to help us
move the needle in the areas of greatest need in our community. Thank you!
For the upcoming 2021-2022 Campaign, we are challenging every workplace
to increase employee giving by 10% or to increase employee participation by
10%.

Are you up to the 10% challenge?

Members of the United Way of Southeast Missouri Funded Partner Network at our last meeting.

Welcome Back to School Students and Teachers!
We believe education is the
foundation for success in life. That's
why we invest in mentoring, tutoring,
literacy, and programs that support
not only students, but their families.
We also started Emergency Student
Funds in public schools in every
community we serve. We hope our
students, teachers, and
administrators have a safe,
successful year!

Meet our New Marketing VISTA
We are delighted to introduce Ciera
Schlie, our new Marketing Assistant!
Ciera joins us via an AmeriCorps
grant. Sometimes people describe

AmeriCorps as the "domestic Peace
Corps." Members work with
organizations that deliver community
service in return for a stipend and
education award. Here is a bit more
about Ciera:
Text Link

Hello! I am the new AmeriCorps VISTA working with the United Way of
Southeast Missouri to help market UWSEMO and its network of partners. I
graduated from Winfield High School in 2013 and received an Associate of Arts
degree from St. Charles Community College in 2015. Last May I graduated
from Southeast Missouri State University with a Bachelor of Arts in
Communication Studies. I was recently accepted to Lindenwood University and
will begin my journey to a Master of Business Administration with an emphasis
in Marketing in the Spring.
Before starting at United Way, I worked at the National Stars and Stripes
Museum in Bloomfield, Missouri, serving first as Outreach Intern and later as
Director of Marketing and Promotions. I also spent five years working as a
Security Officer and First Responder at Century Casino while pursuing my
undergraduate degree. Working in these roles allowed me to get to know the
community I now call home. My husband and I have been married for three
months, we have two furbabies – a cat and a dog – and look forward to
building our lives together in Cape Girardeau.
I am excited to be working with the United Way and would like to extend my
gratitude to everyone in the organization for being so welcoming and kind. I
also want to thank everyone for their continued support of this organization and
all it does for communities in Southeast Missouri.

34th Annual United Way Golf Tournament
Friday, October 15, 2021
Cape Girardeau Country Club
Lunch at 11:00; Noon start
Sponsorships going fast!
Secure yours & RSVP today.
Contact Community Relations Manager:
Raechel.Reinitz@unitedwayofsemo.org

See Sponsorship Opportunities

Hispanic Heritage Month

Hispanic Heritage Month begins on
September 15 and lasts a whole month to
include Independence Day for many Latin
American nations. During this time, we
recognize the histories, cultures, and
contributions of Hispanic and Latinx
people. On Saturday, September 25th
our funded partners at One City will host
an afternoon of food, music, dancing, and
local Hispanic-owned businesses. Follow
our Facebook page for more details.

What Have You Told Your Loved Ones?
If you give to United Way, you care
about this organization and this
community. Perhaps, you have been
giving for many years. Do your
family members and financial
advisers know?
If you give through your workplace,
those who know you best may be
unaware of your commitment to this
organization. Now is the time to tell
them how you want to be
remembered.

Please inform your family that you
want gifts to UWSEMO to continue
in your absence.

MVTH Volunteer Opportunity
MVTH is in need of volunteer help at the Altenburg fair on
Friday, September 24th, and Saturday the 25th. They have
been offered a donated percentage from 3 different Beer
Stands over the course of both days at the fair. They have
done this in the past and it is a lot of fun! There are several
shifts they need to fill.
Program Director, Verina, can be contacted for more details at (573)579-3256.
If you want to receive information about volunteer opportunities as soon
as we learn of them, contact Ciera!

A Final Thanks to Our 2020-2021 Corporate Investors

Wood & Huston Bank

BioKyowa

Commerce Bank

Century Casino

First State Community Bank

First Midwest Bank

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities

If you would like updates on immediate volunteer opportunities as we
learn of them, email Ciera.

Apple Project
Emergency Student Funds at many public schools
Jackson Senior Center
Little Whitewater Baptist Church Food Pantry
Scott City Ministerial Alliance
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