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For more than 70 years, United Way of Southeast Missouri has been 
a trusted partner in creating a stronger, more caring community. 
What began in 1954 as a “Community Chest” providing emergency 
assistance has grown into a powerful network that supports families, 
strengthens our economy, and responds to evolving community 
needs. Today, we are more than a funder. We are a connector, a 
collaborator, and a champion for lasting change.

In 2025, we began a bold transformation. While we continue to 
support urgent needs like food and rent assistance, our new direction 
targets initiatives that move working individuals and families from 
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four new focus areas areas we believe build thriving communities: 
Youth Opportunity, Healthy Communities, Financial Security, and 
Community Resilience.

We are prioritizing programs that empower hardworking people to 
overcome challenges and take an active role in building a healthier, 
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We Work, we help individuals overcome transportation barriers to 
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independence. So far, four participants have saved and purchased 
their own vehicles. We’re also addressing the childcare shortage 
through United for Childcare, a new resource hub connecting 
families, providers, and employers with support systems that make 
our communities stronger.
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we’re not just meeting challenges—we are transforming lives in 
Southeast Missouri.

Helping young people 
realize their full potential.

Improving health and 
well-being for all.
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future for every generation.

Addressing urgent needs today 
for a better tomorrow.
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United Way of Southeast Missouri ___
uw_semo ___

(573) 334-9634
www.unitedwayofsemo.org

16 North Spanish St. • Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

GIVE BACK.
GET INVOLVED.
TAKE ACTION.

#UnitedIsTheWay

On October 16, 1887, a Denver 
woman, a priest, two ministers, and
a rabbi came together because they 
believed there was a better way
to meet the needs of local residents.

More than 135 years later, we still 
believe that while  it only takes one 
person to spark a world-changing 
idea,  it takes many to actively
change the world.
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Local leadership guides every step of our work. 
Our Community Investment Committee 

is made up of volunteers from across our 
service area who review applications, 
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decisions about which agencies will 
become part of our network of Funded 

Partners. They also recommend how 
much funding each program receives, 
based on available resources and 
projected impact. 

Our Board of Directors and Finance 
Committee, also composed of 

local volunteers, provide essential 
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operations. These committees review 
annual reports, monitor spending, and help ensure our funding 
decisions align with our mission and values. Their involvement 
gives donors peace of mind, knowing every gift is carefully 
vetted, responsibly managed, and used exactly as intended.

LEADERSHIP THAT MOVES US FORWARD

STRONGER 
COMMUNITIES 
BEGIN HERE

First State Community Bank
Chris Hutson, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

Innovative Orthodontics

Southern Bank
Century Casino

Southeast Missourian

Champion
$25,000+

Game Changer
$10,000+

Visionary
$5,000+

Supporter 
$1,000 +

In-Kind 
Media

Benefactor 
$3,000+


